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Textual evidence is critical to support any contention you have about a text. It allows you not to just say that you think something—but more importantly, that something in the text supports something you think.
How do you select the best quotes?

· SEARCH FOR RELEVANCE: Use quotes that clearly link to the point you are trying to prove. Use only the most important part of the quote, the part that supports your point or argument. Writing too much or too little can prevent your reader from clearly understanding you. It stops the flow of reading. 
· TAKE NOTICE OF YOUR OPTIONS: Quotes can be actual dialogue said by the characters, stage directions and even narration. You can even quote, in context, the words an author uses to explain HOW a person said something (i.e.: bashfully). Don’t limit yourself by looking only for literal quotes of dialogue. 
The quote sandwich






Where do you put the quotes?

· Weave them into the body paragraphs of the paper using the sandwich model of context, quote and analysis.

· When you weave them in, make sure the tenses still make sense. Remember that the quote is a part of the sentence.

· Do not refer to the quote as a quote. Bad examples: The following quote shows this… This quote shows this point…
· Don’t end your paragraph with a quote. The last sentence should instead be a conclusion or wrap-up to the paragraph. 

Practice exercises

Find the best quotes from Of Mice and Men that address one of the two statements below. Introduce them, cite them using the correct format, and provide the context—basically pick one, then write a quote sandwich for it.
1. Slim is well respected on the ranch.
2. Although George many times shows otherwise, he has a sensitive side.
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STEP ONE: Introduce the quote. Provide context regarding where it is found in the text. Set the scene. Be sure to also use a signal phrase such as “Steinbeck writes,” or “Lennie says,” to set it up.














STEP TWO: Present the quote. Be sure to cite properly, using parenthesis for the page number at the end of the sentence. Ex: “Live off the fatta’ the land” (5).














STEP THREE: Analyze the quote.  This occurs in two steps: (1) Putting the quote into your own words, and (2) Connecting the quote directly to your topic sentence.  Explain how the quote supports your argument.  

















